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Sex horas fomno, totidem des legibus equis ; 
Quatuor orabis, des epulifque duas, 


Quod fupereft, ultro facris largire Camanis, Co, Lirr. 
To Mr. TOW NM. 


Middle Temple. 

empeers 2 F we look into the feveral inns of court, the 
Ne profeft ftudents of the law compofe a very 
sxe numerous body: but if we afterwards turn 
rat ® our eyes on thofe few, who are employed in 
exercifing their talents in We/tminfter-Hall, 
this prodigious army of lawyers fhrinks to a very thin and 
inconfiderable corps. Thoufands, it feems, are difgufted 
with the unpleafing drynefs of the ftudy, as it is now ma- 





naged, and conceive an unconquerable averfion to the white 
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leaves and the old black letter. This early diflike to legal 
enquiries certainly proceeds from the fatal miftakes in the plan 
of ftudy hitherto marked out. According to all fyftems now 
extant, itis abfolutely impoffible to be at once a lawyer and a 
fine gentleman. Seeing with concern the many evils arifing 
from thefe erroneous principles, I have at length devifed a 
method to remedy all thefe inconveniences ; a method, now 
very fuccefsfully practifed by feveral young gentlemen. 
Wherefore I muft beg leave to fubmit my thoughts to the 
public by means of your paper, and to chalk out the out- 
lines of a treatife, now ready for the prefs, intitled Te Com- 
plete Barrifter, or, a New Infiitute of the Laws of England, 


My Lord Coke prefcribes to our ftudent to follow the ad- 
vice given in the ancient verfes, prefixed to this letter, for 
the good {pending of the day. ‘ Six hours to fleep, fix to 
“ the ftudy of the law, four to prayer, two to meals, and 
« the reft to the Mufes.” But what an abfurd and un- 
fafhionable diftribution of the four and twenty hours! I will 
venture a thoufand pounds toa fhilling, that not one fludent 
in the kingdom divides his time in this manner. Here is 
not a fingle word of Vauxhall, Ranelagh, the theatres, or 
other public diverfions ; not to mention that nobody but a 
methodift would ever think of praying four hours, and that 
it would be impoflible, though we were content with fnap- 
ping up a chop every day at Betty’s, to difpatch even dinner 
in two. How then fhall we reconcile thefe precepts, fcarce 
practicable by a hermit, to the life of a young gentleman 
who keeps the beft company? Or how can thefe rules for 
fevere application be made confiftent with the practice of 
thofe, who divide their whole time between eating, drink- 
ing, fleeping, and amufements? Well knowing that the 
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volatile difpofitions of the young gentlemen of the prefent 
age can never-fubmit the ordering of their lives to any pre- 
{cribed rules, I have endeavoured to fquare my precepts to 
their lives; and have fo contrived the matter, that amidft the 
keeneft perfuit of their pleafures, they fhall be engaged in 


the moft improving courfe of the law. 


As laws are chiefly nothing elfe but rules of action, what 
can be more cruel and abfurd, than to coop up a brifk young 
man to learn in his chambers, what he can fo much better 
teach himfelf by going abroad into the world? I propofe to 
dofe gentlemen with ftudy, as Dr. Rock does with phyfic, to 
be taken at home or abroad without lofs of time or hindrance 
of bufinefs. This, Iam convinced, is not only the beft me- 
thod, but alfo the only fcheme which feveral inhabitants of 
the inns of court would ever follow. I fhall not at prefent 
foreftall the contents of my treatife by prefenting you with a 
dry abftract of it, but rather endeavour to give you an idea of 
the fpirit and manner in which it is written, bydelineating the 
plan diligently perfued by one of my favourite pupils: and I 
cannot but congratulate the bar, that fo many young men, 
inftead of blinding their eyes and bewildering their under- 
ftandings with Coke, Plowden, Salkeld, &c. have fenfe 
enough to follow the fame courfe of ftudy. 


Tom Ruot, the principal ornament of my clafs of ftu- 
dents, was fent to the Zemp/e, not with any intention that he 
fhould become a great lawyer, but merely becaufe, fora few 
years, his father did not know how to difpofe of him other- 


wife: but fo unwearied has been his application to the new 


method, that his father and the reft of his friends will, I 
doubt not, be furprized at his wonderful proficiency. As 
nothing 
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nothing is of more confequence to thofe gentlemen, who in- 
tend to harangue’at the bar, than the acquiring a ready elo- 
cution, and an eafy habit of delivering their thoughts in pub- 
lic, to this I paid particular attention. For this purpofe, I 
advifed him to a diligent attendance on the theatres, and I 
aflure you, Mr. Town, he never fails to take notes at a new 
play, and feldom or never miffes appearing at one houfe or 
the other in the green boxes. He has alfo gathered many 
beautiful flowers of rhetorick, unblown upon by all other 
orators ancient or modern, from the Rodin Hood Society ; 
and at the fame place he has collected the ftrongeft argu- 
ments on every fubjeét, and habituated himfelf to modes of 
reafoning never hitherto introduced into courts of juftice. 
But what has been of more than ordinary fervice to him, 
and is particularly recommended by Lord Coke himfelf, who 
calls ‘* conference the life of ftudy,”’ is his fo frequent atten- 
dance at George’s and the other coffee-houfes about the Tem- 
ple, where every ftudent has fo many opportunities of bene- 
fiting himfelf by daily converfation with counfellors, attor- 
nies, clerks to attornies, and other fages of the law. 


Tue law is intended to take cognifance of all our actions, 
wherefore my pupil, who is fond of exerting his faculties 
in polite life, has already digefted almoft all the grand lead- 
ing points of the law intoa journal of his tranfactions, which 
I fhall lay before my readers at large in my treatife, as the 
beft method for a common-place-book. Thus for inftance, 
having been frequently employed, after leaving the Shake- 
Jpeare, in what is called beating the rounds, it has happened 
to him to be taken into cuftody by the magiftrate of the 
night, and carried the next morning before a juftice, by 
which means he has attained as full a knowledge of certain 
parts of the duty ofa conftable and juftice of peace, as could 
be collected from Dalton, Blackerby, or Burn. Certain 
impertinences of his taylor and other tradefmen have given 


him a very clear notion of the laws of arreft, and been of as 
much 




















me XUN 


No. 133. Ji CONNOISSEUR, §03 


much fervice to him as the beft treatifes on bail and main- 
prize. Befides which, the feveral fums of money which he 
has taken up at different times payable on his father’s death, 
have opened to him fome difficult points in conveyancing, by 
teaching him the nature of bonds, deeds, &c. and have at 
the fame time fhewn him what Lord Coke calls, “* the ami- 
“* able and admirable fecrets of the common law,” by un- 
ravelling to him the intricate doctrines of reverfion and re- 
mainder, as well as the general nature of eftates. Thus he 
is continually improving, and whenever he fhould happen 
to commit a rape or a genteel murder, it will ferve him for 
matter of initruction as well as any hiftory of the pleas of the 
crown, and give him an infight into the nature of the prac- 
tice and extent of the jurifdiction of our courts of juftice. 


By this plan of ftudy no time is loft; fo that while other 
ftudents are idling away their vacation in the country, my 
pupil is daily improving there. As he is a member of the 
affociation, he is very converfant in all the laws enatted for 
the prefervation of the game ; and he picks up all the learning 
of the circuit by dancing at the Balls at the affizes. As his 
father has a place, he is employed in canvafling for votes at 
the time of an election, which inftructs him in all the points 
of law touching thofe matters, He was principally concerned 
in difcovering the Cuffomary Tenants, that new fpecies of 
frecholders unknown to Littleton, Coke, and all the lawyers 
of antiquity : and he is fo intimately acquainted with all the 
doétrine contained in the feveral claufes of the bribery adt, 
that I propofe publifhing in the body of my treatife Les Read- 
ings Del Mon Seignior Riot Sur L’ Effatute de 2 Geo. 2. &c. 


By this time, Mr. Town, you muft perceive that the 
ground of my fcheme is in fhort no more than this, v7z. that 
the ftudent fhould regard his life as a kind of commentary 
on the law, as it is recommended to the clergy to become 
examples of the doctrine they teach. Or to bring my illuf- 
tration more home to thefe gentlemen, let them learn the 
law by being occafionally intercfted in different parts of it, 
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as they become in fome meafure dotors of phyfic from fre- 
quent need of it, and can cure themfelves in certain cafes as 
wellas Rock himfelf. Inftead of poring over books, a gen- 
tleman need only obferve, how far the law and his actions 
tally with each other ; and as it is faid by Lord Coke, ‘* that 
“ the knowledge of the law is like a deep well, out of 
*‘ which each man draweth according to the ftrength 
* of his underftanding,” fo in perfuance of my plan, 
the ftudent will improve according to the eagernefs with 
which he engages in his pleafures: and this, no doubt, 
was intended by Lord Coke, as it is the moft obvious inter- 
pretation of his words, when he concludes the comparifon 
by faying, that “* when the profeffor of the law can dive into 
*« the depth, it is delightful, eafy, and without any heavy bur- 
‘« then, fo long as he keep himfelf in his own proper element.” 


Wuart plan, Mr. Town, can be more delightful, eafy, 
and without any heavy burthen than Inftitutes of this nature ? 
I have indeed often looked with concern upon thofe unhappy 
gentlemen who have impaired their health by the old me- 
thod of ftudy, and confidered them as martyrs to huge vo- 
lumes of reports and ftatutes at large: my pupils will be in 
no danger of thefe misfortunes, It is recorded of an emi- 
nent counfellor of the North family, who being one of the 
ableft practitioners at the bar, was fo overloaded with bufinefs, 
that fometimes chufing to retire awhile from hurry and per- 
plexity, he would fay to his clerk “ Tell the people I do 
*«« not praétife this term.” This proper relaxation I always 
recommend to my pupils, and have fome reafon to think 
they are prudent enough to embrace it; for as I am ac- 
quainted with feveral ftudents on the new plan, and do not 
remember to have feen them doing any bufinefs in the courts 
for fome time. I fuppofe they had given notice to their 

clerks “ to tll the people that they did not praétife in 
“* thofe terms.” I am, fir, your bumble fervant, 


W IGNORAMUS, 


The Letter fiened F.C. bas been received, and foall be duly regarded. 















